MINUTES

AMQUA COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2007

HYATT REGENCY DENVER AT THE CONVENTION CENTER

MINERAL HALL G, LEVEL 2

NOON

AMQUA Officers in Attendance:

Eric Grimm (President), Rolfe Mandel (President-Elect), Bonnie Styles (Secretary)

Councilors in Attendance:

R Bruce McMillan (Councilor for Archaeology), John Clague

(Councilor for Geohistory), Jason Briner (councilor for Geochronology, Geophysics, and Geochemistry), Katrina Moser (Councilor for Paleobiology), Scott Anderson (Councilor for Paleobiology), Carrie Morrill (Councilor for Paleoclimatology), and Peter Doran (Councilor for Terrestrial Geoprocesses).

Others in Attendance:

Ben Horton (Co-program Chairperson for 2008 AMQUA Biennial Meeting), Derek Booth (Editor, Quaternary Research), and Lee Allison (Arizona State Geologist and COPUS representative).

1. Presidents Welcome and Report

President Eric Grimm called the meeting to order at 12:15 p.m. He welcomed councilors and asked for introductions around the table.

a. AMQUA Listserve

Grimm noted that the AMQUA listserve had been established last year to disseminate news.  He noted that it is working well.  There are only 22 members with no E-mail address.

b. AMQUA Web Site

A Web designer was hired in Springfield, Illinois, and he redesigned the Web site (AMQUA.org). The fee for this service is $5,000 per year. Grimm asked councilors to review the Web site and let him know if they find any errors. He noted that the Web site can be used to announce Quaternary meetings and news and requested that councilors submit this type of information for posting.

c.  Online Newsletter

Grimm noted the continuing desire to produce an electronic newsletter that will provide links to news on the AMQUA Web site.  The newsletter will not be produced as a hard copy, but will link members to news that has been posted by the Webmaster.  He asked councilors to let him know if they were interested in being the editor of the electronic newsletter.  Jason Briner expressed interest in playing this role last year if the Webmaster is responsible for posting the materials on the Web site.  Rolfe Mandel asked if the online newsletter would be formatted like the Quaternary Times.  Grimm indicated that it would likely be formatted differently than the Quaternary Times and would come out more often. Mandel questioned if the old hardcopy newsletters were archived.  Styles replied in the affirmative.  Early newsletters are not available in electronic media, but they could be scanned and placed on the Web site.  Grimm noted the desire to also include all of the abstracts from biennial meetings on the Web site.  Grimm remarked that conversion to the electronic newsletter will save money in printing and postage.  Briner indicated that QG&G sends out a pdf for a newsletter.  Grimm noted that the American Association of Stratigraphic Palynologists does it that way as well, but it takes a lot of assembly time.  Grimm commented on the desire to develop an electronic newsletter that is less work and takes less time to prepare than a hardcopy or heavily formatted online newsletter.  Briner indicated that quarterly updates may be desirable.  Grimm noted that hot news could be sent out right away. Briner indicated that he would be willing to serve as editor for the electronic newsletter, and Grimm accepted his offer.  

2. Quaternary Research Update

Grimm changed the agenda order to allow Derek Booth, Senior Editor for Quaternary Research, to report on the journal.  The Quaternary Research journal is based in the Quaternary Research Center at the University of Washington, Seattle, and they negotiated with several publishers to renew the contract for the journal.   They decided to stay with Elsevier after negotiating a more favorable arrangement that will put several hundred thousand a year into the Quaternary Research Center.  A new 10-year contract with Elsevier was established.  Booth reported that the journal is healthy and robust.  There are about 200 submissions a year, about half of which are published. There is a good geographic distribution of subscribers—about 40-50% in the U.S.  The impact factor is up a little.  He indicated that AMQUA members still receive a discounted rate.  Numerous papers are coming in, and the journal is purchased as part of a bundled subscription for universities. Grimm queried if the AMQUA logo could be used again on the journal.  Booth indicated that he didn’t think Elsevier would do it and use of the logo was not part of the contract.    He indicated that he would ask Elsevier, but reiterated that he didn’t think they would agree.  He indicated that the journal had an international readership, and it was not formally linked to AMQUA.  The typical turn around time is about 9 months.  Mandel queried if they were still accepting short contributions for the journal.  Booth responded in the affirmative. John Clague noted that the publisher relies on volunteer work by authors and reviewers.  Booth indicated that the greatest challenge is to find individuals to review articles.  Booth remarked that more than half of the potential reviewers say no. Clague questioned whether this refusal rate affects the quality of the reviews.  Booth indicated it did affect quality, because they have to move down the list of reviewers.  

3.     Approval of Minutes

Grimm asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes of the October 23, 2006 Council Meeting in Philadelphia.   John Clague indicated that he was present at the meeting. Styles indicated that she would add his name to the list of participants. Mandel made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected. Scott Anderson seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.

4. Secretary’s Report

a.  AMQUA Booth

Bonnie Styles noted that volunteers are needed to staff the AMQUA booth at the current GSA meeting.  Councilors noted the importance of staffing the booth to provide information on AMQUA and entice people to join. Styles passed around a sign up sheet for staffing the booth.

b. Current List of Officers and Councilors

Styles distributed the list of current officers and councilors and requested that councilors review the list and send any corrections to her.

c. Proposed Amendments to AMQUA Bylaws

Styles distributed a copy of the AMQUA constitution and bylaws with suggested amendments to the bylaws that she had agreed to draft at the last council meeting. Relative to membership, she recommended dropping the requirement that former members have to pay back dues to be reinstated.   Relative to elections, she recommended addition of wording to accommodate electronic or written ballots and added wording to accommodate automated tallies for electronic ballots.  Relative to meetings, she added wording to allow information on meetings to also be distributed by e-mail.  Relative to publications, she added wording to accommodate publication of news on the AMQUA Web site, listserve, and/or through an electronic newsletter rather than through a printed newsletter.  Councilors expressed agreement with the recommended changes. Styles noted that the proposed amendments will need to be distributed to the membership no less than 90 days prior to the 2008 biennial meeting and voted on by the membership at the meeting.

5. Treasurers Report

Eric Grimm noted that Cary Mock was absent due to illness, but could participate via a conference call if needed.  Mock had submitted a short report to Grimm via E-mail.   The AG Edwards Account has $27,792 and should reach $28,000 following dues payments.  The Bank of America Account has $12,867.  Grimm reported that the accounts together total about $40,000.  There are currently about 500 members.  Grimm noted that AMQUA made money at the biennial meeting in Montana.  The goal for the biennial meetings is to at least break even.  The Denise Gaudreau Account has $13,602.80.  Bruce McMillan suggested that the President ask Mock to submit a formal written report.  Grimm indicated that he would make this request.  Rolfe moved acceptance of the Treasurer’s report.  Clague seconded the motion, and it passed.

6. Old Business

a. Online Newsletter and Appointment of Editor

Grimm noted that these issues had already been discussed.

b. Easterbrook Donation Update

Grimm provided an update. Grimm appointed a committee of Julie Brigham-Grette, Bruce McMillan, and Derek Booth, and will follow up with Brigham-Grette.  Grimm and Brigham-Grette met with Easterbrook in Montana. Easterbrook had indicated that he would give up to a $1 million endowment to AMQUA. Easterbrook requested a proposal of how the monies would be used.  He indicated that he was not interested in research grants.  In Montana, he was excited about the idea of sponsoring a field conference, and he is still interested in this concept.  

Councilors got into a sidebar discussion of global warming. Briner noted that he received a letter downplaying global warming, which was sent out as a mass mailing. Clague noted that INQUA is developing a position statement on global warming.  Grimm reminded councilors that the AMQUA Council sent a letter highlighting the evidence for global warming, which was published in EOS.  Clague and Grimm suggested that AMQUA should develop a position statement on global warming.  Briner indicated that most discussions of climate issues don’t incorporate a geological perspective.  Grimm stated that he would ask Brigham-Grette to draft an AMQUA position statement on global warming.  It will be distributed to councilors for review, and a vote of endorsement will be conducted via E-mail.  Clague indicated that a number of organizations have posted good position statements that can serve as models.

Councilors returned to the discussion of the Easterbrook donation.  Scott Anderson indicated support for a field conference, and noted that it could be convened every other year.  Grimm said the conference could be supported from the interest from the endowment.  

7. New Business

a.  2008 Biennial Meeting at Penn State
Grimm changed the order of business to allow Ben Horton (Co-Chair for the program committee) to discuss plans for the program for the biennial meeting.  Horton distributed a list of proposed sessions, speakers, and topics.  He noted that most of the speakers were already lined up by him and co-chair Jeff Donnelly. He remarked that the program was still somewhat flexible and asked councilor to submit suggestions for speakers.  He further noted if all of the targeted authors accepted, the sessions would be 80% filled. Grimm noted that the meeting will take three full days rather that the traditional 2.5 days.  Grimm commented on the need to allow time for contributed papers and questioned whether there was adequate time for a contributed session.  Horton noted that there are free slots that could accommodate contributed papers and that they wanted to include graduate students as well.  Grimm agreed that it would be beneficial to slot in contributed papers where possible.  Horton remarked that the call for papers could solicit papers on the session topics and that papers could be slotted in based on their tie to the themes.  Councilors noted that the posters could be on any topic and that time needs to be allowed to accommodate the poster session.  Grimm suggested posting the program on the Web site and listing the people who have agreed to present as soon as possible. Grimm noted that we will also use the AMQUA listserve to distribute the call for papers related to meeting themes and the call for posters on any topic.  Briner questioned whether it was typical for the papers to be invited. Grimm indicated that this has been the common practice, but there have been complaints.  At the biennial meeting in Lawrence, Kansas a session of contributed papers was added to the meeting to satisfy members’ desires to include contributed papers. Grimm indicated support for the plan to accept contributed papers that address the meeting theme and are slotted into the appropriate sessions.  Horton requested a pdf of the meeting announcement to send to other organizations.  Grimm indicated that he would update the flyer and send it to Horton.  Grimm noted that the Council needed to formally approve the speakers.  Scott Anderson moved for approval of the proposed line up of speakers.  Peter Doran seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.  Grimm noted that a poster with a better graphic related to the theme needs to be developed to promote the meeting.   

Grimm noted that Russ Graham is in charge of local arrangements at Penn State. Grimm indicated that the meeting will be convened at the Penn Stater Conference Center, and that he had contacted them to get cost scenarios.  Grimm noted that he had been to a meeting at the Center and that the accommodations were fine. The Center is similar to a large hotel with meeting rooms. Dormitories will not be available, but rooms are reasonable at the Center.  According to the estimates provided to Grimm, the basic cost for a 2.5-day meeting is $4300 plus $20 per person per day.  The cost for coordination of abstract submission is an additional $2000. Because this meeting will be three full days, costs will be a little greater.  The Center would be responsible for building the meeting Web site, conducting online and paper registration, and conducting onsite registration.  Grimm calculated that if there were 150 registrants, then basic registration would need to be ca. $125 to cover costs. Registration fees would be less for students.  Clague commented that the services provided by the Conference Center sounded good for the price.  Councilors were positive about meeting at the Center, and Grimm will ask them to proceed with planning.

Grimm noted that Graham is lining up two fieldtrips.  A two-day interdisciplinary trip will go to the Susquehanna River valley and will cover soils, colluvial stratigraphy, paleoenvironments, and archaeology.  A one-day trip in the vicinity of Penn State will cover karst geology and groundwater issues.  A third trip focused on glacial geology is under consideration.  Mandel noted that for the biennial meeting in Kansas, they planned six trips.  He indicated that they canceled one trip, one had low attendance, and the rest were full.  However, he noted that planning no more than three trips is a wise strategy.  Grimm noted that for the biennial meeting in Montana, the pre-meeting trip was more fully subscribed than the post-meeting trip.

b.  COPUS and the Year of Science

Grimm continued with new business to allow Lee Allison, State Geologist for Arizona and COPUS representative to present. Allison described the national COPUS coalition and encouraged AMQUA to join the coalition.  He noted that 2009 has been designated as the Year of Science, and there will be year long celebrations and programs.  He encouraged councilors to access the COPUS Web site (www.copus.org) for details and requested that AMQUA sign up online. He expressed a desire for geoscience groups to participate and be more proactive rather than defensive.  He also encouraged councilors to look at the year of science Web site (www.yearofsicence2009.org) for more information.  Rolfe Mandel agreed to sign up AMQUA on the COPUS Web site and to serve as AMQUA’s contact person.

6. Old Business, continued

Grimm returned to old business on the agenda.

c. 2007 Distinguished Career Award

Styles distributed the list of active nominations for the 2007 AMQUA Distinguished Career Award and noted that she will distribute the supporting materials for these nominations to councilors via E-mail and will ask them to cast their votes.  She reminded councilors that nominations remain active for five years. 

d. Status of the Quaternary

John Clague reported on the status of the Quaternary.  He noted that there had been five years of discussion and debate prior to the 2007 INQUA meeting in Cairns.  At this meeting, it was recommended that the Quaternary be formalized as a third system above the Neogene and extended back in time into the Pliocene to 2.8 million years.  This recommendation was put forth in a petition to the International Union of Geological Scientists, but they did not agree.  They formalized the Quaternary as a period and argued that it was premature to change the boundary because the established rules for making changes had not been followed. Such a change could not be affected before 2008 and would have to wait until the International Geological Congress in Oslo in July.  So, for the time being, the Quaternary is considered a period with a boundary of 1.8 million years.  Clague indicated that it will take a little longer to resolve this issue, but he thinks that when it is resolved the Quaternary will be a system following the Neogene and will be extended back in time.  He noted that the Tertiary is still being discussed and will be difficult to retain.

7. New Business, continued

Grimm returned the discussion to new business.

c. Solicitation of Nominations for the 2008 Distinguished Career and Denise Gaudreau Awards.

Styles noted that AMQUA needs to post a call for nominations for the 2008 Distinguished Career Award and agreed to provide the appropriate wording.  Any new nominations, along with active nominations for the 2008 award will be distributed along with supporting materials to councilors via E-mail, and councilors will be asked to cast their votes. Styles noted that ideally the award winners should be determined by the end of January 2008 to allow for notification of award winners and so that they can make plans to attend the biennial meeting.  Styles noted that the award winners receive a bronze horse sculpture designed by Dale Guthrie at the biennial meeting.

Styles noted that the Denise Gaudreau Award for excellence in Quaternary studies was developed in memory of Quaternary palynologist Denise Gaudreau (1952-1992) and was established to support early career development of women scientists in Quaternary studies.  She noted that the award winner receives a $500 grant and is eligible for a travel grant for the biennial meeting.  Styles noted that the call for applications for the award needs to be posted on the Web site and distributed via E-mail and agreed to provide the appropriate wording.  She also requested that Grimm establish a Gaudreau Award Committee to review applications and select the award winner.  Grimm appointed Bonnie Styles, Katrina Moser, and Scott Anderson to the committee. 

d. Student Travel Grants for 2008 Biennial Meeting

Styles noted the need to post application information for student travel grants for the biennial meeting on the Web site and in the meeting materials and agreed to provide the appropriate text.  She also noted that the Council needs to authorize expenditure of AMQUA funds for the grants. Styles noted that at last biennial meeting AMQUA supported 12 student travel grants of up to $350 each, and that in the past additional grants had been supported through an NSF grant. John Clague moved that AMQUA provide 15 student travel grants of up to $350 each.  Rolfe Mandel seconded the motion, and it passed with unanimous support.  Styles reiterated that the call for papers and posters should provide instructions for student travel grant applications.  Grimm appointed a travel grant review committee consisting of Bonnie Styles, Carrie Morrill, and Katrina Moser.  Styles noted that to be eligible for a travel grant, students must present a poster or paper and submit the abstract as part of the application process.

Horton asked who the contact was at NSF for the last NSF grant for a biennial meeting.  Councilors noted that the contact for the last meeting was Dave Verrardo and discussed potential contacts at NSF.

e. Preparations for 2008 Election of Officers and Councilors

Grimm noted that Mandel as President Elect is charged with putting together the slate for the next election.  Mandel noted that he will contact councilors for recommendations for each division McMillan noted that it would be helpful to see the membership list before making recommendations.  Grimm indicated that he would provide councilors with access to the membership list, as well as a list of previous nominees with their area of interest and E-mail address.  He said that AMQUA will also solicit nominations through the listserve, which is hosted by the Illinois State Museum.  He noted that Nick Evans is the Webmaster and maintains the membership database.  McMillan recommended that AMQUA add the division of primary interest to the membership database to make it possible to sort members by division, and councilors agreed with this recommendation. Grimm noted that the last election was conducted online, and the election will be conducted that way again.  The Webmaster will put up the ballot.  An E-mail will be sent to each member, with a code to access the ballot so that each member can only vote once.

f. Distribution of Meeting Abstracts 

Grimm noted that Cary Mock had recommended that hard copy abstract volumes only be provided to registered participants at the biennial meeting.  The abstract volume will be available online as a pdf.  Grimm stated Mock’s recommendation as motion.  McMillan seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.

g. Adjournment

There was no additional new business, and Grimm called for a motion to adjourn.  Peter Doran moved adjournment.  Mandel seconded the motion, and Grimm adjourned the meeting at 2:20 p.m.

